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GI DEON
Read Judges 6:12-16 and complete the activities below.

JudGEs 6
11 The

Start
Reading
Here

angel
an
gel of the Lord came. He sat
down under an oak tree in Ophrah. The
tree belonged
belonged to Jo
Joash.
ash. He was from
the family line of Abiezer. Gide
Gideon was
threshing wheat in a winepress at Oph
rah. He was the son of Joash.
Joash. Gid
Gide
eon
was threshing in a winepress to hide
the wheat from the Midianites. 12 The
appeared to Gide
Gideon.
angel of the Lord appeared
angel
He said, “Mighty war rior, the Lord is
with you.”
13 “Par don me, sir,” Gide
Gideon replied,
“you say the Lord is with us. Then why
has all this happened
happened to us? Where are
all the wonderful
der ful things he has done?
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Our people
people of long ago told us about
them. They said, ‘Didn’t the Lord bring
us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord
has deserted us. He has hand
handed
ed us over
to Midian.”
ian.”
14 The Lord turned to Gideon. He said
to him, “You are strong. Go and save
Israel from the power of Midian. I am
sending you.”
15 “Par don me, sir,” Gide
Gideon replied,
“but how can I possibly
sibly save Isra
rael?
el? My
family
ily group is the weakest in the tribe
of Manasseh.
nasseh. And I’m the least impor
tant member of my family.”
16 The Lord answered,
answered, “I will be with

moNday

The angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon. He said, “Mighty warrior, the Lord
is with you” (Judges 6:12).

Today’s BiBle Reading: Judges 6:12–16

i WaNt to see What god sees iN me
Gideon was little and weak. he was the youngest in his family. Gideon
looked at those who were bigger and felt small. he looked at those who
were stronger and felt weak. he didn’t feel important or mighty.
But God didn’t see Gideon as small and weak. God saw what Gideon
could become. he called Gideon a mighty warrior. and God was right. God
helped Gideon become a mighty warrior.
God knows you. he knows how little you may
feel. he knows what you can and cannot do. You
may look down on yourself. But God doesn’t.
God doesn’t compare you to others. God sees
When do you feel little and
how great you can become. ask God to show you
weak? Do you believe that
how he sees you. Then watch how God will make
God sees the great person
you great.
you will grow up to be? How

does that make you feel?

I have read this devotion.
For your next reading, turn to page 302. If you want to read more, see Psalm 139:14–16 on
page 740.
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JudGEs 6

you. So you will strike down the Midi
Midian
ites. You will leave no one alive.”
17 Gide
Gideon replied, “If you are pleased
with me, give me a special
special sign. Then
I’ll know that it’s really
really you talking
talking to
until I come
me. 18 Please don’t go away until
back. I’ll bring my of
offering
fering and set it
down in front of you.”
until you
The Lord said, “I will wait until
return.”
return.”
19 Gideon
Gideon went inside
inside and pre
prepared
pared a
young goat. From 36 pounds of flour he
made bread with
without
out us
using
ing yeast. He put
the meat in a bas
basket.
ket. In a pot he put soup
made from the meat. Then he brought
under
all of it and of
offered
fered it to the Lord under
the oak tree.
20 The angel
angel of God said to Gideon,
Gideon,
“Take the meat and the bread. Place
them on this rock. Then pour out the
angel of
soup.” So Gideon
Gideon did it. 21 The angel
walking stick in his hand.
the Lord had a walking
With the tip of the stick he touched the
meat and the bread. Fire blazed out of
the rock. It burned up the meat and the
bread. Then the angel
angel of the Lord dis
Gideon realized
realized it was the
appeared. 22 Gideon
appeared.
angel of the Lord. He cried out, “Oh no,
angel
my Lord and King, I have seen the angel
angel
of the Lord face to face!”
23 But the Lord said to him, “May
peace be with you! Do not be afraid. You
are not going
going to die.”
24 So Gideon
Gideon built an altar
altar there to
honor the Lord. He called it The Lord
honor
Ophrah
Is Peace. It still stands in Oph
rah to this
Ophrah
territory
day. Oph
rah is in the ter
ritory that be
longs to the family
family line of Abiezer.
Abiezer.
25 That same night the Lord spoke to
Gideon. He said, “Get the second
Gideon.
second bull
from your fa
father’s
ther’s herd. Get the one
that is seven
seven years old. Tear down the
altar your father
altar
father built to honor
honor the god
named Baal. Cut down the pole beside
beside
it. The pole is used to worship
worship the fe
male god named Ashe
Asherah.
rah. 26 Then build
the right kind of altar.
altar. Build it to honor
honor
the Lord your God. Build it on top of
this hill. Then use the wood from the
Asherah
Asherah pole you cut down. Sac
Sacrifice
rifice
the second
second bull as a burnt offering.”
of fering.”
27 So Gideon
Gideon went and got ten of his
ser vants. He did just as the Lord had
servants.
told him. But he was afraid of his family.
family.
He was also afraid of the people
people in the
town. So he did everything
everything at night in
stead of during
during the day.
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28 In the morning
morning the peo
people
ple in the
town got up. They saw that Baal’s
Baal’s altar
altar
had been torn down. The Asherah
Asherah pole
beside it had been cut down. And the
beside
second bull had been sacrificed
second
sacrificed on the
new altar
altar that had been built.
29 They asked each other,
other, “Who did
this?”
They looked into the matter
matter care
carefully.
fully.
Someone told them, “Gid
Someone
“Gideon,
eon, the son of
Joash, did it.”
Joash,
30 The people
people in the town spoke to Jo
ash. They ordered
ordered him, ““Bring
Bring your son
out here. He must die. He has torn down
Baal’s altar.
Baal’s
altar. He has cut down the Ashe
rah pole beside
beside it.”
31 But Joash
Joash re
replied
plied to the an
angr
gr y
crowd around him. He asked, “Are you
going
going to stand up for Baal? Are you try
ing to save him? Those who stand up for
him will be put to death by morn
morning!
ing! Is
Baal really
really a god? If he is, he can stand
up for himself
himself when some
someone
one tears
down his altar.”
altar.” 32 That’s why they gave
Gideon the name JerubBaal
Gideon
Jer ubBaal on that
day. Gideon
Gideon had torn down Baal’s
Baal’s al
altar.
tar.
So they said, “Let Baal take his stand
against him.”
33 All the Midianites
Midianites and Amalekites
Amalekites
gathered their ar
gathered
armies
mies together.
together. Other
Other
tribes from the east joined them. All
of them went across the Jor
Jordan
dan Riv
River.
er.
They camped in the Valley
Valley of Jez
Jezreel.
reel.
34 Then the Spirit
Spirit of the Lord came on
Gideon.
Gideon. So Gideon
Gideon blew a trumpet
trumpet to
send for the men of Abiezer.
Abiezer. He told
them to follow
follow him. 35 He sent messen
messen
gers all through Ma
Manasseh’s
nasseh’s territory.
ter ritory.
He called for the men of Manasseh
Manasseh to
fight. He also sent messengers
messengers to the
men of Asher,
Asher, Zebulun
Zebulun and Naphtali.
Naphtali. So
all those men went up to join the oth
others.
ers.
36 Gideon
Gideon said to God, “You prom
ised you would use me to save Is
Israel.
rael.
37 Please do something
something for me. I’ll put
a piece of wool on the threshing
threshing floor.
Suppose
Suppose dew is only on the wool tomor
tomor
row morning.
morning. And sup
suppose
pose the ground
all around it is dry. Then I will know
that you will use me to save Israel.
Israel. I’ll
know that your promise
promise will come true.”
38 And that’s what happened.
happened. Gid
Gideon
eon got
up ear
early
ly the next day. He squeezed the
dew out of the wool. The water
water filled a
bowl.
39 Then Gideon
Gideon said to God, “Don’t
“Don’t be
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JUDGES 5

23 ‘Let Meroz be cursed,’ said the

angel of the Lord.
‘Let bitter curses fall on its
people.
They did not come to help the
Lord.
They did not come to help
him against our powerful
enemies.’

24 “May Jael be the most blessed

woman of all.
May the wife of Heber, the
Kenite, be blessed.
May she be the most blessed
woman of all those who live
in tents.
25 Sisera asked for water. She gave
him milk.
In a bowl fit for nobles she
brought him buttermilk.
26 Her hand reached out for a tent
stake.
Her right hand reached for a
hammer.
She hit Sisera. She crushed his
head.
She drove the stake right
through his head.
27 He sank down. He fell at her feet.
He was lying there.
At her feet he sank down. He fell.
He fell where he sank down.
That’s where he died.
28 “Sisera’s mother looked out

through the window.
From behind the wooden screen
she cried out.
‘Why is his chariot taking so long
to get here?’ she said.
‘Why can’t I hear the noise of his
chariots yet?’
29 Her wisest ladies answer her.
And here’s what she keeps
saying to herself.
30 She says, ‘They must be finding
riches to bring back.
They must be dividing them up.
Each man is getting a woman or
two.
They are giving colorful clothes
to Sisera.
The clothes are very beautiful.
He will bring some for me to
wear.
The men must be finding many
things to bring home.’
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31 “Lord, may all your enemies be

destroyed.
But may all who love you be like
the morning sun.
May they be like the sun when it
shines the brightest.”

So the land was at peace for 40 years.
GIDEON
The Israelites
Israelites did what was evil in
the sight of the Lord. So for seven
seven
years he handed
handed them over to
the people
people of Mid
Midian.
ian. 2 The Midianites
Midianites
treated the Is
treated
Israelites
raelites very badly.
badly. That’s
why they made hid
hiding
ing plac
places
es for them
selves. They hid in holes in the moun
tains. They also hid in caves and in
people
oth
other
er safe plac
places.
es. 3 Each year the people
planted their crops. When they did, the
planted
Midianites came into the coun
Midianites
country
try and at
tacked it. So did the Amalekites
Amalekites and oth
er tribes from the east. 4 They camped
on the land. They destroyed
destroyed the crops
all the way to Gaza. They didn’t spare
any living
living thing for Israel.
Israel. They didn’t
spare sheep or cattle
cattle or don
donkeys.
keys. 5 The
Midianites came up with their live
Midianites
livestock
stock
and tents. They came like huge numbers
numbers
of locusts.
locusts. It was impossible
impossible to count the
men and their cam
camels.
els. They came into
Midianites
the land to destroy
destroy it. 6 The Midianites
made the Israelites
Israelites very poor. So they
cried out to the Lord for help.
7 They cried out to the Lord because
because
of what the Midianites
Midianites had done. 8 So
he sent a prophet
prophet to Is
Israel.
rael. The proph
prophet
et
said, “The Lord is the God of Israel.
Israel. He
says, ‘I brought you up out of Egypt. That
is the land where you were slaves. 9 I
saved you from the power
power of the Egyp
tians. I saved you from all those who
were treating
treating you bad
badly.
ly. I drove out the
Canaanites to make room for you. I gave
Canaanites
you their land. 10 I said to you, “I am the
Lord your God. You are now living
living in
the land of the Amorites.
Amorites. Do not wor
ship their gods.” But you have not lis
tened to me.’ ”
11 The angel
angel of the Lord came. He
sat down under
under an oak tree in Oph
Ophrah.
rah.
The tree belonged
belonged to Joash.
Joash. He was from
the family
family line of Abi
Abiezer.
ezer. Gideon
Gideon was
threshing
threshing wheat in a winepress
winepress at Oph
rah. He was the son of Joash.
Joash. Gid
Gideon
eon
was threshing
threshing in a winepress to hide the
wheat from the Midian
ianites. 12 The an
gel of the Lord appeared to Gideon.
eon.
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JUDGES 6

He said, “Mighty
warrior, the Lord is
“Mighty warrior,
with you.”
13 “Par
“Pardon
don me, sir,” Gid
Gideon
eon replied,
eon
replied,
“you say the Lord is with us. Then why
has all this happened
happened to us? Where are
all the wonderful
wonderful things he has done?
Our people
people of long ago told us about
them. They said, ‘‘Didn’t
Didn’t the Lord bring
us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord
has de
deserted
serted us. He has handed
handed us over
to Midian.”
Midian.”
14 The Lord turned to Gideon.
Gideon. He
said to him, “You are strong. Go and
save Israel
Israel from the power
power of Midian.
Midian. I
am sending
sending you.”
15 “Pardon
“Pardon me, sir,” Gideon
Gideon replied,
replied,
“but how can I possibly
possibly save Israel?
Israel? My
fam
family
ily group is the weak
weakest
est in the tribe
of Manasseh.
Manasseh. And I’m the least im
impor
por
tant member
member of my family.”
family.”
16 The Lord answered,
answered, “I will be with
you. So you will strike down the Midian
Midian
ites. You will leave no one alive.”
17 Gideon
Gideon replied,
replied, “If you are pleased
with me, give me a spe
special
cial sign. Then
I’ll know that it’s really
really you talk
talking
ing to
me. 18 Please don’t go away until
until I come
back. I’ll bring my of
offering
fering and set it
down in front of you.”
The Lord said, “I will wait until
until you
return.”
return.”
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19 Gideon
Gideon went inside
inside and pre
prepared
pared a
young goat. From 36 pounds of flour he
made bread without
without us
using
ing yeast. He put
the meat in a basket.
basket. In a pot he put soup
made from the meat. Then he brought
all of it and offered
offered it to the Lord under
under
the oak tree.
20 The angel
angel of God said to Gideon,
Gideon,
“Take the meat and the bread. Place
them on this rock. Then pour out the
soup.” So Gideon
Gideon did it. 21 The angel
angel of
the Lord had a walking
walking stick in his hand.
With the tip of the stick he touched the
meat and the bread. Fire blazed out of
the rock. It burned up the meat and the
bread. Then the angel
angel of the Lord dis
appeared. 22 Gideon
appeared.
Gideon realized
realized it was the
angel of the Lord. He cried out, “Oh no,
angel
my Lord and King, I have seen the angel
angel
of the Lord face to face!”
23 But the Lord said to him, “May
peace be with you! Do not be afraid. You
are not going
going to die.”
24 So Gideon
Gideon built an altar
altar there to
honor the Lord. He called it The Lord
honor
Is Peace. It still stands in Ophrah
Ophrah to this
day. Ophrah
Ophrah is in the ter
territory
ritory that be
longs to the family
family line of Abiezer.
Abiezer.
25 That same night the Lord spoke to
Gideon. He said, “Get the second
Gideon.
second bull
from your father’s
father’s herd. Get the one

WHO WAS THE ANGEL OF THE LORD?
The Bible mentions the angel of the Lord many times. In the desert, Moses
saw a bush that was burning but was not burning up. Then the angel of the
Lord, a special appearance of
God, spoke to him out of it. The angel of the Lord
appeared to Gideon, too, and told him to save
Israel from the Midianites. Sometimes the
phrase “angel of the Lord” is just a good way
to describe an angel coming from God to do
God’s work.
Judges 6:12
Related vers

es:

2 Samuel 24:16;
:16
1 Chronicles 21
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Gideon Wins the Battle Over the
Midianites

7

Early in the morning JerubBaal and
all his men camped at the spring of
Ha rod. JerubBaal was another name for
Gideon. The camp of Midian was north
of Gide on’s camp. It was in the val ley
near the hill of Moreh. 2 The L ord said
to Gideon, “I want to hand Midian over
to you. But you have too many men for
me to do that. Then Israel might brag,
‘My own strength has saved me.’ 3 So
here is what I want you to an nounce to
the army. Tell them, ‘ Those who tremble
with fear can turn back. They can leave
Mount Gilead.’ ” So 22,000 men left. But
10,000 remained.
4 The L ord said to Gideon, “ There are
still too many men. So take them down to
the water. There I will reduce the num
ber of them for you. If I say, ‘This one will
go with you,’ he will go. But if I say, ‘That
one will not go with you,’ he will not go.”
5 So Gid e on took the men down to
the water. There the L ord said to him,
“Some men will drink the way dogs do.
They will lap up the wa ter with their
tongues. Sep a rate them from those
who get down on their knees to drink.”
6 Three hundred men brought up the
water to their mouths with their hands.
And they lapped it up the way dogs do.
All the rest got down on their knees to
drink.
7 The L or d spoke to Gid e on. He
said, “With the help of the 300 men who
lapped up the water I will save you. I will
hand the Midianites over to you. Let all

Judges 7

the other men go home.” 8 So Gide on
sent those Israel ites home. But he kept
the 300 men. They took over the supplies
and trumpets the others had left.
The Midianites had set up their camp
in the val ley below where Gideon was.
9 Dur ing that night the L ord said to Gid
eon, “Get up. Go down against the camp.
I am going to hand it over to you. 10 But
what if you are afraid to at tack? Then
go down to the camp with your ser vant
Pu rah. 11 Listen to what they are say
ing. Af ter that, you will not be afraid to
at tack the camp.” So Gideon and his ser
vant Purah went down to the edge of the
camp. 12 The Midianites had set up their
camp in the val ley. So had the Ama lek
ites and all the other tribes from the east.
There were so many of them that they
looked like huge numbers of lo custs.
Like the grains of sand on the seashore,
their camels couldn’t be counted.
13 Gide on ar rived just as a man was
tell ing a friend about his dream. “I had
a dream,” he was say ing. “A round loaf of
barley bread came rolling into the camp
of Midian. It hit a tent with great force.
The tent turned over and fell down flat.”
14 His friend replied, “That can only
be the sword of Gideon, the son of Joash.
Gideon is from Israel. God has handed
the Midianites over to him. He has given
him the whole camp.”
15 Gideon heard the man ex plain what
the dream meant. Then Gideon bowed
down and worshiped. He returned to the
camp of Israel. He called out, “Get up!
The L ord has handed the Mid ian ites

Scared, but Willing
Gideon was the leader of God’s army. He had many soldiers.
But God told him he would conquer his enemy with just 300
men. Gideon was afraid, but he trusted God. So he told his men
to do what God had told him to do. His men followed his
example. They stood around the camp of the enemy and made
lots of noise. The enemy ran away in fear.

JuDgEs 7:1–21

Are there people who are good examples for you? People
who help you trust God? Tell them so. Then try to be like them as
you grow up.

CONTENT
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BIBLE FOR EARLY READERS, ISBN1/22/14
9780310727422
9780310727422_nirvadventure_02_FINAL.indd
299
4:26 PM

5

GI DEON

Judges 7 — 8

End
Reading
Here

300

e on sep a rat ed the
over to you.” 16 Gideon
300 men into three fight ing groups. He
put a trumpet and an empty jar into the
hands of each man. And he put a torch
inside each jar.
17 “ Watch me,” he told them. “Do what
I do. I’ll go to the edge of the enemy
camp. Then do exact ly as I do. 18 I and
everyone with me will blow our trum
pets. Then blow your trum pets from
your positions all around the camp. And
shout the bat tle cry, ‘For the L ord and
for Gideon!’ ”
19 Gideon
eon and the 100 men with him
reached the edge of the enemy camp. It
was about ten o’clock at night. It was just
af ter the guard had been changed. Gid
e on and his men blew their trumpets.
They broke the jars that were in their
hands. 20 The three fight ing groups
blew their trum pets. They smashed
their jars. They held their torches in
their left hands. They held in their right
hands the trum pets they were going
to blow. Then they shout ed the bat tle
cry, “A sword for the L ord and for Gid
eon!” 21 Each man stayed in his position
around the camp. But all the Midianites
ran away in fear. They were cry ing out
as they ran.
22 W hen the 300 trum pets were
blown, the L ord caused all the men in
the enemy
enemy camp to start fight
fighting
ing one
another. They attacked
another.
at tacked one an
another
other with
their swords. The army ran away to Beth
Shittah toward
toward Zererah.
Zererah. They ran all the
way to the border
border of Abel Me
Meholah
holah near
Tabbath. 23 Israelites
Tabbath.
Is ra el ites from the tribes
of Naphtali,
Naphta li, Asher
Asher and all of Manasseh
Ma nasseh
were called out. They chased the Mid
Midian
ian
ites. 24 Gideon
Gideon sent messengers
messengers through
the entire
entire hill country
country of Ephraim.
Ephra im. They
said, “Come on down against the Midi
Mid i
anites. Take control
anites.
control of the waters
waters of the
Jordan River
Jordan
River be
before
fore they get there. Do it
all the way to Beth Barah.”
Barah.”
So all the men of Ephraim
Ephra im were called
out. They took control
control of the waters
waters of
the Jordan
Jordan all the way to Beth Barah.
Bar ah.
25 They also captured
captured Oreb and Zeeb.
Those men were two of the Midianite
Mid ian ite
leaders. The men of Ephraim
leaders.
Ephraim killed Oreb
at the rock of Oreb. They killed Zeeb at
the winepress
winepress of Zeeb. They chased the
Midianites. And they brought the heads
Midianites.
of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon.
Gideon. He was by
the Jordan
Jordan River.
River.
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Zebah and Zalmunna

8

The men of Ephraim
Ephra im asked Gideon,
Gideon,
“Why have you treated
treated us like this?
Why didn’t you ask us to help you when
you went out to fight against Midian?”
Midian?” In
anger they challenged
anger
challenged Gid
Gideon.
eon.
2 But he answered
answered them, “What I’ve
done isn’t anything
any thing compared
compared to what
you have done. Ephra
Ephraim’s
im’s grapes have
been gathered.
gathered. Isn’t what is left over bet
ter than all the grapes that have been
gathered from Abiezer’s
gathered
Abiezer’s vines? 3 God
handed Oreb and Zeeb over to you. They
handed
were Midianite
Mid ian ite leaders.
leaders. So what was I
able to do compared
compared to what you did?”
Af ter Gideon
After
Gideon had said that, they didn’t
feel angry
angry with him anymore.
any more.
4 Gideon
Gideon and his 300 men were very
tired. But they kept on chasing
chas ing their
enemies. They came to the Jordan
enemies.
Jordan Riv
River
er
and went across it. 5 Gideon
Gideon said to the
men of Sukkoth, “Give my troops some
bread. They are worn out. And I’m still
chasing Zebah
chasing
Zebah and Zalmunna.
Zalmunna. They are
the kings of Midian.”
Midian.”
6 But the officials
of ficials of Sukkoth objected.
objected.
They said, “Have you already
al ready killed
Zebah and Zalmunna?
Zebah
Zal mun na? Have you cut
their hands off and brought them back
to prove it? If you haven’t, why should we
give bread to your troops?”
7 Gideon
Gideon replied,
replied, “The L ord will hand
Zebah and Zalmunna
Zebah
Zalmunna over to me. When
he does, I’ll tear your skin with thorns
from desert
desert bushes.”
bushes.”
8 From there Gideon
Gideon went up to Peniel.
Peniel.
He asked its men for the same thing. But
they answered
answered as the men of Sukkoth
Peniel,
had. 9 So he said to the men of Peniel,
“I’ll be back after
af ter I’ve won the bat
battle.
tle.
Then I’ll tear down this tower.”
tower.”
10 Zebah
Zebah and Zalmunna
Zal munna were in Kar
kor. They had an army of about 15,000
men. That’s all that were left of the
ar mies of the tribes from the east. About
armies
120,000 men who carried
car ried swords had
Gide on went up the
died in battle.
bat tle. 11 Gideon
trail the people
people of the desert
desert had made.
It ran east of Nobah
Nobah and Jogbehah.
Jogbehah. He
at tacked the army by surprise.
attacked
sur prise. 12 Zebah
Zebah
and Zalmunna
Zal munna ran away. They were the
two kings of Midian.
Mid i an. Gideon
Gide on chased
them and captured
captured them. He destroyed
destroyed
their whole army.
13 Then Gideon,
Gid e on, the son of Joash,
Jo ash,
re turned from the battle.
returned
bat tle. He came
back through the Pass of He
Heres.
res. 14 He
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“Lord, may all your enemies be destroyed.
But may all who love you be like the morning sun.
May they be like the sun when it shines the brightest.”
So the land was at peace for 40 years.

Gideon
The Israelites did what was evil in the sight of
Judges 6:2−6
the Lord. So for seven
seven years he handed them
over to the people of Midian.
ian. 2 The Midianites The Midianites were nomads.
treated the Israelites very badly. That’s why they They moved from place to place
treated
made hiding places for themselves. They hid in to find
find food for their animals. They
holes in the mountains.
mountains. They also hid in caves often appeared suddenly out of
3
and in other safe places. Each year the people the desert with their camels and
planted their crops. When they did, the Midianplanted
ian- other animals. They would kill all
ites came into the country
country and attacked
attacked it. So did the Israelites’ animals. Then they
the Ama
Amalekites
lekites and other tribes from the east. let their own animals eat every4
They camped on the land. They destroyed the thing in sight. When the animals
crops all the way to Gaza. They didn’t spare any were finished,
finished, nothing was left
living thing for Israel. They didn’t spare sheep or of the Israelites’ crops. Then the
5
cattle or donkeys. The Midian
ianites came up with Midianites would leave as quickly
their livestock and tents. They came like huge
as they had come! The Midianites
numbers of locusts.
numbers
locusts. It was impossi
impossible to count the
were enemies of Israel.
men and their camels. They came into the land
6
to destroy it. The Midianites made the Israelites
very poor. So they cried out to the Lord for help.
7
They cried out to the Lord because
because of what the Midian
ianites had done. 8 So he sent a
prophet to Israel. The prophet said, “The Lord is the God of Israel. He says, ‘I brought
you up out of Egypt. That is the land where you were slaves. 9 I saved you from the power
power
of the Egyptians. I saved you from all those who were treating you badly. I drove out the
Canaanites to make room for you. I gave you their land. 10 I said to you, “I am the Lord
your God. You are now living in the land of the Amorites. Do not worship
worship their gods.” But
you have not listened
listened to me.’ ”
11
The angel
angel of the Lord came. He sat down under an oak tree in Ophrah. The tree
belonged to Joash.
Joash. He was from the family line of Abiezer.
ezer. Gideon
eon was threshing wheat
in a winepress at Ophrah. He was the son of Joash.
Joash. Gideon
eon was threshing in a winepress
to hide the wheat from the Midian
ianites. 12 The angel
angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon.
eon. He
said, “Mighty
“Mighty warrior,
warrior, the Lord is with you.”
13
“Pardon me, sir,” Gideon
“Pardon
eon replied, “you say the Lord is with us. Then why has all this
happened to us? Where are all the wonderful
derful things he has done? Our people of long ago
told us about them. They said, ‘Didn’t
‘Didn’t the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the
Lord has deserted us. He has handed us over to Midian.”
ian.”
14
The Lord turned to Gideon.
eon. He said to him, “You are strong. Go and save Israel from
the pow
er of Midian. I am sending you.”
power
15
“Pardon me, sir,” Gideon replied, “but how can I possibly save Israel? My family
“Pardon
group is the weakest
weakest in the tribe of Manasseh.
nasseh. And I’m the least important member
member of
my family.”
16
The Lord answered, “I will be with you. So you will strike down the Midianites. You
will leave no one alive.”
17
Gideon
eon replied, “If you are pleased with me, give me a special
special sign. Then I’ll know
that it’s really you talking
talking to me. 18 Please don’t go away until
until I come back. I’ll bring my
offering
fering and set it down in front of you.”
The Lord said, “I will wait until
until you return.”
19
Gideon
eon went inside and prepared a young goat. From 36 pounds of flour he made
bread without using
using yeast. He put the meat in a basket.
basket. In a pot he put soup made from
the meat. Then he brought all of it and offered it to the Lord under the oak tree.
20
The angel
angel of God said to Gideon,
eon, “Take the meat and the bread. Place them on this

6
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angel of the Lord had a walking
walking
rock. Then pour out the soup.” So Gideeon
on did it. 21 The angel
stick in his hand. With the tip of the stick he touched the meat and the bread. Fire blazed
out of the rock. It burned up the meat and the bread. Then the angel
angel of the Lord disappeared. 22 Gideon
eon real
realized it was the angel
angel of the Lord. He cried out, “Oh no, my Lord
and King, I have seen the angel
angel of the Lord face to face!”
23
But the Lord said to him, “May peace be with you! Do not be afraid. You are not
going to die.”
24
So Gideon
eon built an altar there to honor the Lord. He called it The Lord Is Peace. It
still stands in Ophrah to this day. Ophrah is in the terri
territory that belongs to the family line
of Abiezer.
25
That same night the Lord spoke to Gideon.
eon. He said, “Get the second bull from your
father’s herd. Get the one that is seven
father’s
seven years old. Tear down the altar your father
father built
to honor the god named Baal. Cut down the pole beside it. The pole is used to worship
worship
the female god named Asherah. 26 Then build the right kind of altar. Build it to honor the
Lord your God. Build it on top of this hill. Then use the wood from the Asherah pole you
cut down. Sacrifice the second bull as a burnt offering.”
fering.”
27
So Gideon
eon went and got ten of his servants.
servants. He did just as the Lord had told him. But
he was afraid of his family. He was also afraid of the people in the town. So he did everyeverything at night instead of during
during the day.
28
In the morning the people in the town got up. They saw that Baal’s
Baal’s altar had been
torn down. The Asherah pole beside it had been cut down. And the second bull had been
sacrificed on the new altar that had been built.
29
They asked each other, “Who did this?”
They looked into the matter
matter carefully. Someone
Someone told them, “Gideon,
eon, the son of Joash,
Joash,
did it.”
30
The people in the town spoke to Joash.
Joash. They ordered
ordered him, “Bring
“Bring your son out here.
He must die. He has torn down Baal’s
Baal’s altar. He has cut down the Asherah pole beside it.”
31
But Joash
Joash replied to the angry
angry crowd around him. He asked, “Are you going to stand
up for Baal? Are you trying to save him? Those who stand up for him will be put to death
by morning! Is Baal really a god? If he is, he can stand up for himself when someone
someone tears
down his altar.” 32 That’s why they gave Gideon
eon the name Jerub-Baal
Jerub-Baal on that day. Gideon
eon
had torn down Baal’s
Baal’s altar. So they said, “Let Baal take his stand against him.”
33
All the Midianites and Amalekites gathered their armies together. Other tribes from
the east joined them. All of them went across the Jordan
Jordan River.
River. They camped in the Valley of Jezreel. 34 Then the Spirit
Spirit of the Lord came on Gideon.
eon. So Gideon
eon blew a trumpet
trumpet
to send for the men of Abiezer.
ezer. He told them to follow him. 35 He sent messengers
messengers all
through Manas
nasseh’s
seh’s ter
terri
ritory. He called for the men of Manas
nasseh
seh to fight. He also sent
messengers to the men of Asher, Zebu
messengers
Zebulun and Naphta
Naphtali. So all those men went up to join
the others.

Judges 6:14−16; 7:3–7
Gideon was afraid to lead Israel. He was also afraid to fight against the Midianites.
But the Lord sent Gideon anyway. The Lord promised he would be with Gideon. So
Gideon gathered 32,000 men. Read Judges 7:3. Hearty wonders how those men
made Gideon feel?
However, the Lord sent nearly all of them home. He only allowed 300 to stay. How
do you think Gideon felt then?
The Lord would show Gideon that he and his 300 men could defeat the Midianites.
How? The Lord would help them. How do you think Gideon felt knowing the Lord
would be with him?
JUDGES 6:35 | 321

CONTENT PULLED FROM NIrV SEEK AND EXPLORE HOLY BIBLE, ISBN 9780310763536

8

GI DEON

36
Gideon
eon said to God, “You promised you would use me to save Israel. 37 Please do
something for me. I’ll put a piece of wool on the threshing floor. Suppose dew is only on
the wool tomorrow
morrow morning. And suppose the ground all around it is dry. Then I will
know that you will use me to save Israel. I’ll know that your promise will come true.”
38
And that’s what happened. Gideon
eon got up early
early the next day. He squeezed the dew out
of the wool. The water
water filled a bowl.
39
Then Gideon
eon said to God, “Don’t
“Don’t be angry
angry with me. Let me ask you for just one more
thing. Let me use the wool for one more test. But this time make the wool dry. And let
the ground be covered
covered with dew.” 40 So that night God did it. Only the wool was dry. The
ground all around it was covered
covered with dew.

Gideon Wins the Battle Over the Midianites
Early in the morning Jerub-Baal
Early
Jerub-Baal and all his men camped at the spring of Harod. Jerub-Baal was another name for Gideon.
eon. The camp of Midian
ian was north of Gideon’s
eon’s
camp. It was in the valley near the hill of Moreh. 2 The Lord said to Gideon,
eon, “I want to
hand Midian
ian over to you. But you have too many men for me to do that. Then Israel
might brag, ‘My own strength has saved me.’ 3 So here is what I want you to announce to
the army. Tell them, ‘Those
‘Those who tremble
tremble with fear can turn back. They can leave Mount
Gilead.’ ” So 22,000 men left. But 10,000 remained.
4
The Lord said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. So take them down to the
water. There I will reduce
water.
reduce the number
number of them for you. If I say, ‘This one will go with you,’
he will go. But if I say, ‘That one will not go with you,’ he will not go.”
5
So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the Lord said to him, “Some men
will drink the way dogs do. They will lap up the water
water with their tongues. Separate them
from those who get down on their knees to drink.” 6 Three hundred men brought up the
wa
water
ter to their mouths with their hands. And they lapped it up the way dogs do. All the
rest got down on their knees to drink.
7
The Lord spoke to Gideon. He said, “With the help of the 300 men who lapped up
the water I will save you. I will hand the Midianites over to you. Let all the other men go
home.” 8 So Gideon sent those Israelites home. But he kept the 300 men. They took over
the supplies and trumpets the others had left.
The Midian
ianites had set up their camp in the valley below where Gideon
eon was. 9 During
that night the Lord said to Gideon,
eon, “Get up. Go down against the camp. I am going to
hand it over to you. 10 But what if you are afraid to attack?
attack? Then go down to the camp with
your servant Purah. 11 Listen
Listen to what they are saying. After that, you will not be afraid to
attack the camp.” So Gideon
attack
eon and his servant
servant Purah went down to the edge of the camp.
12
The Midian
ianites had set up their camp in the valley. So had the Ama
Amalekites
lekites and all the
other tribes from the east. There were so many of them that they looked like huge numbers of locusts.
locusts. Like the grains of sand on the seashore, their camels couldn’t be counted.
counted.
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Judges 7:5–6
Gideon had to watch his men drink water.
Some brought the water to their mouths with their hands.
Others got down on their knees to drink and lapped it the way dogs do.
Crafty wonders how you would have drunk the water. Go and try it out.
Which way is easier for you?
Would you have gone home or would you have stayed for the battle?
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